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Montréal, April 20, 2026 

The Right Honourable Mark Carney 
Prime Minister of Canada 

Subject: Request for a meeting: Safeguarding our cultural sovereignty in the context of Canada–
U.S. trade relations 

Dear Prime Minister, 

On behalf of the members of the Coalition for the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (CDCE), we wish to 
reaffirm our sustained commitment to contributing to the ongoing discussions surrounding the review 
of the Canada–United States–Mexico Agreement (CUSMA), particularly with regard to its impacts on 
Canada’s cultural ecosystem and on our ability to adopt cultural policies that reflect our priorities and 
values within our territory. It should be recalled that in 2024, the cultural industries, in addition to 
playing a key role in shaping our social fabric, generated $65 billion in added value and supported 1.1 
million jobs across the country, demonstrating their significant economic and social importance. 

Presentation of the Coalition for Cultural Diversity 
  
For the past 25 years, the CDCE has brought together more than 50 organizations representing French- 
and English-speaking professionals in the cultural sector, representing over 350,000 creators, artists, 
and more than 3,000 cultural enterprises across the country. The CDCE pays particular attention to the 
treatment of culture in trade agreements and to the impact of the digital environment on the diversity 
of cultural expressions, ensuring that public policies provide effective protection and support for 
Canada’s cultural ecosystem. 

The cultural exemption in the Canada–United States–Mexico Agreement  

Preserving the cultural exemption in CUSMA is an essential lever that allows Canada to continue 
implementing measures that actively support its cultural industries. This was reiterated in a brief 
submitted to Global Affairs Canada on November 6, 2025, in response to the public consultation 
launched in advance of the first joint review of the agreement this year, as well as before the Standing 
Committee on International Trade on November 19, 2026. 

https://cdec-cdce.org/
https://cdec-cdce.org/en/
https://cdec-cdce.org/en/publications/consulting-canadians-on-the-operation-of-the-canada-united-states-mexico-agreement-cusma/
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In the context of the ongoing review of CUSMA, the Coalition and several of its members participated, 
on February 23, in a discussion in the presence of the Honourable Dominic LeBlanc, President of the 
King’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister responsible for Canada–U.S. Trade, Intergovernmental 
Affairs and One Canadian Economy; the Honourable Marc Miller, Minister of Canadian Identity and 
Culture and Minister responsible for Official Languages; and Canada’s Chief Trade Negotiator to the 
United States, the Honourable Janice Charrette. 

During this meeting, numerous stakeholders from the audiovisual, music, and media sectors conveyed 
strong and consistent messages: we must protect our cultural exemption, firmly support the laws we 
have enacted, including the Online Streaming Act, and safeguard our ability to legislate in order to 
regulate the development of artificial intelligence in a manner that respects copyright and human 
creation. 

We are writing to you today to reiterate and reinforce these messages, because when our cultural 
sovereignty is under pressure, it is Canada’s sovereignty as a whole that is at stake. 

The Online Streaming Act: a red line 

CDCE and several of its members have played a key role in the public and parliamentary debates that 
led to the adoption of the Online Streaming Act. In this regard, we draw your attention to a document 
demonstrating the support of dozens of cultural organizations across the country. This legislative 
modernization, enacted in April 2023, had long been called for by Canada’s cultural industries and 
represents a major advancement. 

Recently, a survey conducted by the Canadian Media Producers Association (CMPA) shows that a 
strong majority of Canadians also support this key legislation: 

- 83% of Canadians support the Online Streaming Act; 

- 73% believe that the federal government should firmly maintain its positions on cultural policy 
and digital sovereignty, even if this complicates trade negotiations with the United States;  

- 73% agree that Canada has the right to establish rules for digital platforms operating on its 
territory, even if their headquarters are located abroad; 

- 74% of Canadians express concern that foreign technology companies exert significant control 
over online content. 

https://cdec-cdce.org/
https://cdec-cdce.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Quotes_Testimonies_c11_EN.pdf
https://cmpa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Pollara-CMPA_OSA-Survey-_April-2026.pdf
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We are aware that the Online Streaming Act is identified as a trade irritant by the United States. 
However, it is a legitimate cultural policy that applies fairly to all broadcasting undertakings operating 
in our territory, and it is consistent with similar legislation adopted in other countries. 

During the election campaign, your government made clear commitments in support of culture. In 
particular, you stated on April 1, 2025, in The Globe and Mail, that you had drawn a clear red line on 
certain issues in negotiations with the United States, including that “[t]he French language and 
Canadian culture, including Quebec culture […] will never be on the table”. 

In October 2025, then Minister of Canadian Identity and Culture, Steven Guilbeault, publicly stated that 
“Canadian culture won’t be on the table”. 

In February 2026, the Minister of Canadian Identity and Culture and Minister responsible for 
Official Languages, Marc Miller, recalled in a statement following his participation in the 
Intergovernmental Committee of the 2005 UNESCO Convention that: 

 “Canada is a country founded on exceptional cultural, linguistic, regional and Indigenous 
diversity. In a world experiencing profound transformation, the cultural sector cannot 
escape these changes. We will continue to act to ensure that the works of Canadian 
artists and creators can be discovered online, while maintaining a strong voice at 
UNESCO […] so that the digital transformation and emerging technologies can be drivers 
of worldwide cultural diversity and human creativity.” 

The same statement also affirmed that “Canada will always firmly defend governments’ rights to 
protect their culture and the diversity of voices that define our identity and reflect our values.” 

Finally, on April 14, Minister Miller reaffirmed to stakeholders in the Canadian audiovisual industry that 
“we will continue to defend you in our trade negotiations.” 

We trust that your government will continue to ensure that Canadian culture, in all its richness and 
diversity, remains non-negotiable in the ongoing negotiations. 
 
Generative AI: Preserving Canada’s capacity to legislate for copyright-respecting AI 
 
Since the beginning of your mandate, issues related to generative artificial intelligence have been 
gaining increasing importance. Its current development, which too often occurs without sufficient 
respect for copyright, is a priority concern for ensuring Canada’s cultural sovereignty. Speaking with 
the collective voice of the cultural sector, CDCE has been strongly mobilized. We participated last 
October in the national AI Sprint consultations, took part in the Standing Committee on Canadian 

https://cdec-cdce.org/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-quebecs-language-law-and-albertas-power-imports-fuel-us-trade/
https://www.thewirereport.ca/2025/10/20/culture-is-not-on-the-table-in-trade-talks-amid-film-tariff-threats-domestic-digital-policy-uncertainty-says-guilbeault/
https://cdec-cdce.org/en/publications/sprint-national-next-chapter-of-canadas-artificial-intelligence-leadership/
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Heritage study on the impacts of technological advances in AI on the creative industries, and organized 
major events at UNESCO and in Ottawa, respectively on the interface between culture and digital 
technology within international normative instruments, as well as on the valorization of human 
creativity in the age of AI. More recently, CDCE’s Executive Director, co-chair, and several members 
participated in the National Summit on AI and Culture in Banff, as keynote speakers, panelists, and 
invited guests. 

These efforts have helped bring forward a clear consensus among our members: the development of a 
sovereign Canadian AI ecosystem must be grounded in three fundamental pillars—authorization, 
remuneration, and transparency (ART). These include: 

- A firm and explicit commitment to maintain a Copyright Act based on authorization, and 
therefore not to amend it to introduce an exception allowing text and data mining;  

- The development of a licensing market and copyright-respecting solutions enabling 
rightsholders to be remunerated;  

- The imposition of transparency obligations, including disclosure of content used to train AI 
systems and the identification of AI-generated content. 

In this regard, CDCE reiterates its wish to work closely with the Government of Canada on the 
development of the national AI strategy, particularly within the proposed advisory council on AI and 
culture, an initiative announced at the Banff Summit and jointly led by the Honourable Marc Miller 
and Evan Solomon. 

We take note with interest of the messages conveyed during that Summit, in particular the stated 
intention not to reopen the Copyright Act in relation to AI and to ensure remuneration for creators for 
the use of their works. While these directions are encouraging, we remain concerned by the absence 
of firm and explicit commitments not to introduce an exception for text and data mining and to 
legislate for mandatory transparency. 

Protecting cultural sovereignty: cost-neutral complementary actions for the government 

We have drawn your attention to files requiring urgent consideration. However, we believe it is 
important to emphasize that the Coalition also identifies additional levers that should be prioritized to 
strengthen our cultural ecosystems, which would entail no cost to the government. 

These include implementing the commitment to establish resale rights for visual artists; amending the 
wording of the exception for fair dealing to reduce its scope, to ensure fair remuneration for authors 

https://cdec-cdce.org/
https://cdec-cdce.org/en/publications/appearance-on-the-impacts-of-technological-advances-in-artificial-intelligence-on-the-creative-industries-before-the-standing-committee-on-canadian-heritage-of-the-house-of-commons/
https://cdec-cdce.org/en/publications/icg-unesco/
https://cdec-cdce.org/en/publications/report-valuing-human-creativity-ai/
https://cdec-cdce.org/en/publications/summit-ai-culture-banff/
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and publishers; and, finally, ensuring the neutrality of the private copying regime for the music sector. 
All of CDCE’s requests are set out here. 

Canada has always been a leader in the protection and promotion of cultural diversity, and this must 
continue. Cultural sovereignty is a necessity for the long-term sustainability of Canada. 

With several urgent files currently in your hands, we would appreciate the opportunity to request a 
meeting at your earliest convenience. We will be in contact with your team to coordinate the 
arrangements. 

We kindly ask you to accept, Mister Prime Minister, the assurance of our highest consideration. 

 
      
   
Hélène Messier       Andrea Kokonis             Marie-Julie Desrochers 
Co-Chair of the CDCE      Co-Chair of the CDCE                    Executive Director 
 
CDCE Members : 

 
cc: 
The Honourable Marc Miller 
Minister of Canadian Identity and Culture and Minister responsible for Official Languages 

The Honourable Dominic LeBlanc 
Minister of Internal Trade, President of the King’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister responsible 
for Canada–U.S. Trade, Intergovernmental Affairs and One Canadian Economy 

https://cdec-cdce.org/
https://cdec-cdce.org/en/publications/priority-issues-canada-culture/
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The Honourable Mélanie Joly 
Minister of Industry and Minister responsible for Canada Economic Development for Quebec Regions 

The Honourable Evan Solomon 
Minister of Artificial Intelligence and Digital Innovation 

The Honourable Janice Charette 
Canada’s Chief Negotiator with the United States 

 

https://cdec-cdce.org/

